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PREEL1 Protecting Teens Online  (http://www.pewinternet.org/pdfs/PIP_Filters_Report.pdf V)
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Summary of Findings

As a federal court case looms about how far the government can go to protect children from
harmful and objectionable online content, growing numbers of families are using internet filters to
limit teens' access to potentially harmful content.
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The federal Child Online Protection Act (COPA) was passed in 1998. It required Websites
containing "material harmful to minors" to use some kind of age verification system - such as
asking for credit card information - to ensure that site visitors were age 18 or older. The American
Civil Liberties Union and other civil rights groups brought suit against the U.S. Government,
arguing that COPA is an unconstitutional infringement on the free speech and privacy rights of
adults.

The case bounced through the court system until last June, when the Supreme Court ruled that
the law's constitutionality should be weighed in a full trial in the federal district in Philadelphia and
that the ban on enforcement should continue. It is likely that the case will begin later this year.
One of the main issues in the case centers on internet filters - programs such as Net Nanny and
CyberPatrol that people use to block access to certain Web sites and screen content. How often
are such filters used? And how effective are they in blocking access to material deemed
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objectionable or harmful to children?
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A survey by the Pew Internet & American Life Project in November 2004 finds that the use of filters
has grown significantly in internet-using households with minor teenagers (aged 12-17).
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The survey found that 87% of teenagers in that age bracket use the internet - about 21 million
youth between the ages of 12 and 17. Of those teen internet users, 87% (a little less than 19
million) have internet access at home, while the remainder have access at such places as schools,
community centers, churches, friends' homes, or cyber cafes.

More than half (54%) of internet-connected families with teens now use filters, compared to 41% in
December 2000. Given the overall growth in the internet-using population of teenagers, this
means that the use of filters in families with teens has grown 65% in four years, from around 7
million users at the end of 2000, to close to 12 million today.

The filters tend to be used by parents who themselves use the internet most frequently and by
parents of middle-school-age teens. Parents who don't use the internet themselves but who have
online children are significantly less likely than internet users to use filters.
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FRBEC2 Child Online Protection Act (http://www.cdt.org/legislation/105th/speech/copa.html X
9)

SEC. 1402. CONGRESSIONAL FINDINGS.

The Congress finds that—

(1) while custody, care, and nurture of the child resides first with the parent, the widespread
availability of the Internet presents opportunities for minors to access materials through the World
Wide Web in a manner that can frustrate parental supervision or control;

ZOEFTIX. o<V TBIIRERL H TSRO, T2 20X ik 2 TR AT TR CER4°&, B H
AREEIZ72 5, TR OEBSCE DM TE RN EZAT) TEHO B DJENRNWEZAT IR E LR LTV,



BHRE TR ST 07 2 OFRFR
[t OB EOHL S KT WA T HE—IROK,
FH O BB i PR B I~D D 972 71T TR Y — B
DELOD e~ D& BRREBYRE ) 2 fE R Il 9~ 350 | IR R R B,
OB HECa L  a— LA 15F 5 | 6B R,
CHROBE LB DO 2T 59T Ib E WA,

(2) the protection of the physical and psychological well-being of minors by shielding them from
materials that are harmful to them is a compelling governmental interest;

(3) to date, while the industry has developed innovative ways to help parents and educators
restrict material that is harmful to minors through parental control protections and self-regulation,
such efforts have not provided a national solution to the problem of minors accessing harmful
material on the World Wide Web;

(4) a prohibition on the distribution of material harmful to minors, combined with legitimate
defenses, is currently the most effective and least restrictive means by which to satisfy the
compelling government interest; and
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"Legitimate defenses” doesn’t refer to a legal defense, but instead special measures used to protect children. For
example, an internet company has filters that can help prevent children from viewing pornography. These filters
are “legitimate defenses” against porn, even though they might also impede the ability of adults to view such
material.
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(5) notwithstanding the existence of protections that limit the distribution over the World Wide Web
of material that is harmful to minors, parents, educators, and industry must continue efforts to find
ways to protect children from being exposed to harmful material found on the Internet.
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