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A NOTE FROM THE TEAM

ne year has passed since JAT celebrated its 40th anniversary.
O Taking a new step forward in 2026, we are again delighted to

share your perspectives in this anthology.

This year marks our shift away from the print version to a digital-
only format. While some may miss the tactile joy of leafing through
a physical book, the digital format enables instant sharing of your
content across borders. This sets a new milestone for Translator
Perspectives, where we go beyond preserving paper objects to
transmitting the memories of each contributor’s experience and
thoughts.

Socially, ongoing wars and conflicts on the global scale continue to
plague the year. These social unrests beckon us to reflect once more
on the challenges we face in understanding one another, ironically in
an ever more interconnected world by internet and air travel.
Domestically, Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi of the Liberal Democratic
Party (LDP), along with her coalition partner the Japan Innovation
Party (JIP), significantly increased the seat count in the February
House of Representatives election, marking governance under a new
political arrangement. Amidst these social changes compounded by

inflation in everyday life, Japanese athletes thrilled many with their



outstanding performances at the Milan-Cortina Winter Olympics, as
well as at the FIFA World Cup in Mexico. Such sights of people
cheering and sharing their excitement across national and linguistic

boundaries reaffirmed the power of human connection.

On September 5 and 6, IJET-34 was held in Melbourne under the
theme “Communication, Connection, Creativity: What Only Humans
Can Do.” Translators and interpreters from around the world came to
share their expertise and connect with one another. With the
backdrop of generative Al spreading like wildfire, our calling to
understand cultures and be their mediators stays unchanged. It is
precisely in times like these that the role of JAT remains
meaningfully unyielding—serving as the hub that connects humanity
through knowledge sharing across generations, industries, and

borders.

Our work goes beyond merely translating words. We build bridges
between people of different languages based on our grasp of the
underlying cultures and the speakers’ sentiments. We support world
peace by establishing mutual understanding across borders. With
this, we express our respect to all of you who fulfill this role

throughout the world.



And isn’t this the very reason for us to continue publishing Translator
Perspectives? The publication features not only scholarly essays but
also wild tales of insights and challenges reflecting on language and
culture at work and in everyday life. We enjoyed reading your
submissions, sometimes nodding in agreement and other times
marvelling in surprise. What a privilege to encounter your
perspectives and to disseminate them through this anthology. We
would like to thank everyone who contributed, edited, or picked up

this year’s issue—and pondered.

Additionally, we have prepared promotional cards with a URL to the

digital edition for all contributors to further share your work.

In closing, we sincerely wish you all the best and gratefully welcome

your feedback.

The anthology team
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When Knowing English Isn't Enough:
Learning to Let Go of Words

David Andrews (7> KF1Jz2—X FTEwR)

dvancements in Al are having an undeniable impact on both
Atranslators and interpreters. For many translators, Al has

drastically reduced both rates and the amount of work
available. I have even heard of cases where Al is being used in place
of human interpreters, with interpreters actually augmenting an Al-
generated interpretation instead of the other way around. AI has
also changed the nature of the work many translators do, with some
translators now being asked to check Al-generated translations at

reduced rates rather than translate from scratch.

Despite these changes, many university students continue to take
my translation and interpretation classes—not necessarily because
they intend to become professional translators or interpreters, but
because they see these classes as an opportunity to develop their

English beyond what they can learn in a typical EFL classroom.

Teaching translation and interpretation to these students has not
only been fun and rewarding, but has also given me an opportunity

to observe how they develop their English.



Each class usually consists of just over 20 third- and fourth-year
students, with TOEIC scores ranging from around 750 to over 900.
Initially, I expected students with higher levels of English proficiency
to produce more accurate translations and interpretations.
Interestingly enough, this was not always the case. Despite having
larger vocabularies and a better command of grammar, their ability

to convey the overall meaning naturally was not necessarily better.

One tendency that I noticed in both translation and interpretation
classes was that students, regardless of level, often got hung up on
individual words. They tended to adhere extremely closely to the
Japanese, even though they knew more natural ways to express the
same ideas in English. Throughout the course, many students came
to realize that the ability to translate and interpret well does not rely
on English ability alone. In interpreting in particular, some students
with excellent English fluency found it much more difficult to express
the thoughts of others, simply because those thoughts did not

originate in them.

When students concentrate on individual words and their literal
translations rather than the overall meaning, they often pause until
they think of the “correct” word. This not only hinders the flow of

their interpretation, but can also result in an unwieldy, unnatural



interpretation because of the limitations they place on themselves

regarding word choice and grammar.

For example, in one exercise, students interpreted a passage
about JR East introducing new train tickets with QR codes. In the
sentence THIAZEIFCNF T, FALRICUTZANTE>TLEL
el FLWYIRFTIFQRO— FZHLEICH T L TES C LICiRD
¥ 9.1 , students who focused on the individual words struggled
with the expression QRO — R ZetLEEICHE L TES 1 because
they were trying to find the “one correct” translation for THh3 9] .
Many came up with, “Users hold the QR code over the ticket gate
and pass through.” While this is understandable, a more natural
interpretation might be, “Passengers scan the QR code to pass

through the ticket gate.”

The interesting thing here is that the students knew the word
“scan” and would use it on their own when speaking English. The
issue, therefore, seems to lie not necessarily in understanding the
Japanese or knowing the English vocabulary, but in recognizing the
meaning of the entire expression and finding a natural way to

convey that meaning in English.

One drill T have the students do to help them move away from

focusing on the individual words is to paraphrase the source multiple



times. This takes the focus off the words and places it on the idea to
be conveyed. Once students begin to mentally relax and not try to
find the exact equivalent for every word, they start to realize that
interpreting is not about rigidly following the structure of the source
language, but about accurately conveying information as a whole
naturally in the target language—and that there are many ways to
do this. For example, if they begin interpreting a sentence one way
and then realize that a particular word will not fit grammatically, they
have to either change the part of speech or find a different word—
and they need to do it quickly. This requires both a large vocabulary
and mental agility. Many students already have a large vocabulary; it

is the mental aqility that they have not yet developed.

Therefore, even as Al becomes increasingly capable of handling a
wide range of translation and interpretation tasks, which is rapidly
changing the landscape of these professions, there still appears to
be value in learning translation and interpretation. It's just that
perhaps that value is shifting away from preparing students for
careers in these fields and more toward developing their ability to

understand meaning, make choices, and communicate ideas flexibly.
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